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Eibhlin Lee has 
been awarded a 
summer scholarship 
for her outstanding 
result in Junior 
Certificate German 
2015. It includes 
a three week stay 

with a host family, 
the experience of 

attending a German school and trips to 
historical sites. Students who score 95% and 
upwards are shortlisted for 24 places. They 
must then complete a German interview at 
the Goethe-Institut in Dublin. Two St. Mary’s 
students were shortlisted, Eibhlin Lee and 
Kate Ivory. 

Kate Ivory and Eibhlin Lee
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 AWARDS CEREMONY 2016 OTHER AWARD WINNERS

Welcome Message from the Principal
Our summer 2016 newsletter showcases the achievements 
of our students during what has been another very successful 
year for the students and staff of St Mary’s Secondary School.  
Particular congratulations goes to Ms Aisling O’Connor and 
the Greens Schools Committee who were awarded the Green 
Flag for their work on reducing waste for a greener school 
environment. Further congratulations to Ms. Kim Walsh and Ms 
Sheena Mc Quillan and the Amber Flag committee on being 
awarded the Amber Flag for their promotion of positive mental 
health in St Mary’s.

Our chosen theme in celebrating the centenary of the 1916 
Rising was ̀ The Women of 1916`. Celebratory events are featured 
in this newsletter and I would like to pay tribute to our History 
Teachers, and in particular Christian O’Connor, for their vision 
and leadership in bringing the school community together in 
celebration through art, history, music and song.

Bhí an Ghaeilge lánpháirteach do shaol na scoile anseo i 
Meánscoil Naomh Mhuire i rith na bliana. Bhain na daltaí 
sárúsáid as na deiseanna iontacha a bhí ann chun Gaeilge a 

labhhairt trí Sheachtain na Gaeilge, Gaeilge 24, an drámaíocht 
‘An Triail’ ón gcúigiú bliain chomh maith le roinnt mhór eachtraí 
eile. Gabhaim buíochas le Ms June Dillane, a Coiste Gaelach 
agus Roinn na Gaeilge na scoile as ucht a gcuid oibre ar son na 
Gaeilge sa scoil. 

Our Annual Awards ceremony, organised by Ms. Griffin, Deputy 
Principal was a day of celebration in recognition of the success 
and achievement of the many students who received awards. 
Particular congratulations to Niamh Fitzpatrick who was 
awarded Student of the Year 2016.

Please see our school website www.stmarysmallow.com for 
additional photographs of the wide range of events that have 
taken place since September.

I wish our Junior and Leaving Cert students the best of luck in 
their exams and I am confident that the combination of their 
hard work and the professional expertise of their teachers will 
result in the high grades St Mary’s is renowned for.

Finally, I want to take this opportunity to wish all members of 
our school community a restful summer.

Best wishes,    Yvonne Bane

Yvonne Bane, principal, Tara Browne, Spirit of CEIST recipient

Niamh Fitzpatrick, Senior Student of the 
Year, Úna Griffin, deputy principal 

Laura Wilson, TY Student of the Year 

Jane Walsh, Fifth Year 
Student of the Year 

Michaela Roche, LCA Student of the Year

Aoife Downes, Catherine McAuley Award

Leah McCarthy Cahill, Third Year Student of the Year

Ellen Murphy, Second Year Student of the Year

Grainne Egan, First Year Student of the Year



Caoimhe Cronin, Ciara Barry, Alison Kearns and Laura Murphy, 
third year, competed well in the national final of the Business 
Teachers’ Association Quiz held in Athlone IT in April. They 
qualified as regional winners. Many thanks to their teacher 
Nora O’Connor for all her work. 

APPRENTICE 
CHEF
Congratulations to Rachel 
Wharton who came second 
in this year’s Apprentice 
Chef Programme. Along 
with Rachel, St. Mary’s was 
represented in the final 
by Lena Foley and Laura 
Kilmartin. Many thanks to 
their teachers Ann Marie 
Buckley and Anne Dunne. 

Each of the three St. Mary’s groups that qualified for the 
final of this year’s Young Scientist competition received 
highly commended rosettes. Well done to all involved!

Group 1:  Niamh Creedon, Niamh O’Shea and Jessica 
O’Donovan - ‘Effects of technology on sleeping patterns and 
cognitive performance of teenagers in our local area’.

Group 2: Róisín Palmer and Ellie Bowen - ‘Zero energy in-car 
climate regulatory system designed to prevent heat stroke in 
animals and children left in parked cars’.

Group 3:  Queensly Erhabor, Muirne Clarke and Erin Murphy 
- ‘An investigation into women’s role in sport and the factors 
that influence that role’.

Róisín Palmer and Ellie Bowen

1916 RISING CENTENARY PROGRAMME

The History Department organised a number of efforts aimed 
at remembering the 1916 Rising. In January there was a History 
Week. The theme of the week was ‘Women of 1916’. Year groups 
enjoyed competitions, quizzes and displays. In February, the 

History Department teamed up with colleagues 
in Art and Home Economics to run a two-week 
‘Women of 1916’ exhibition in Mallow Library. The 
works on display were courtesy of transition year 
girls. On the night of the launch the keynote address 
was delivered by Ann Matthews, historian and 
playwright. Special guest for the night was Cllr. John 
Paul O’Shea, Mayor of Cork County. Proclamation 
Day was held in March. A whole-school assembly 
was called. The Irish flag was raised and the national 
anthem was played. Kate Hickey, third year, sang 
‘Grace’. Irish Flag Week was also in March. Two teach-
ers and three students attended a ceremony in Coke 
Park. President Michael D. Higgins gave a passionate 
speech about the significance of the Irish tricolour. A 
St. Mary’s contingent attended the Mallow Races on 
Easter Monday for a special 1916 Rising themed day. 
Jane Walsh, fifth year, read the 1916 Proclamation, 
as Countess Markievicz, to a crowd of hundreds. 

The Aemilian Theatre hosted a special Aoife Scott 
‘Songs of Rebellion’ concert in April. Aoife sang songs relevant 
to Ireland’s long struggle for independence. Support on the 
night was provided by St. Mary’s Music students. All in all, the 
programme was a great success.

Attending the ceremony in Coke Park
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BUSINESS QUIZ FINAL YOUNG SCIENTIST



AN GHAEILGE I SCOIL MHUIRE 
(MAR DHALTA ÁRDTEISTE)

“Beatha teanga í a labhairt” agus is fíor an rud é sin nuair a 
thagann sé go dtí an Ghaeilge. Tá sé fíorthábhachtach ar fad go 
n-aithnímid go léir gur chuid dár n-oidhreacht í an Ghaeilge. 
Mar dhuine óg ar thairseach na beatha, tuigim go rímhaith go 
dtugann an teanga féiniúlacht dúinn go léir mar Éireannaigh, 

agus is cuma cén áit a bhíonn tú ar domhan, beidh an teanga 
dhúchais ann leat an t-am ar fad. Tá sé an-tábhachtach ar fad 
go h-áirithe i mbliana 2016 chun an teanga a cheiliúradh, i rith 
comóradh an Éirí Amach 1916. Tá baint láidir ag an bPiarsach 
leis an teanga agus cúrsaí oideachais. Theastaigh uaidh an 
córas a athrú, agus tá roinnt mhaith de na hathruithe a bhí 
ag Piarsach ag iarraidh a chur chun cinn ina bpáirt lárnach de 
chóras oideachais na tire seo le blianta, ina measc an bhéim 
ar chumas labhartha teanga in ionad ar chumas scríofa. Agus 
spreagraítear ar na cailíní sa scoil seo an teanga a labhairt agus a 
chaomhnú. Tá coiste Gaelach ann do na daltaí go léír agus Club 
Gaelach do na daltaí sóisearacha. Cuirtear imeachtaí spraoiúla ar 
siúl i rith na bliana, mar shampla Gaeilge 24 agus Seachtain na 
Gaeilge. Cuirtear an-bhéim ar an teanga i slí atá taitneamhach 
– tá Gaelblag bunaithe ag daltaí na hIdirbhliana. Déanann na 
múinteoirí Gaeilge agus na múinteoirí eile sár-iarracht an teanga 
a chur chun cinn, agus mar a deireann an seanfhocal, “Tír gan 
teanga, tír gan anam.” 

GREEN SCHOOLS

The Green Schools Committee have been awarded their first 
Green Flag for Litter and Waste. Two members of the committee, 
Abigail O’Regan and Grace Moloney, travelled to the Radisson 
Hotel in Little Island on May 16th with Yvonne Bane, principal, 
and Aisling O’ Connor, co-ordinator, to attend the Green Flag 
Awards Ceremony. The committee introduced recycling bins 
into each classroom.They held Spring Clean litter picks with 
Mallow Tidy Towns. They organised competitions to raise 
awareness about the importance of recycling and reducing 
waste. Their hard work and dedication has paid off and they 
are very deserving of the Green Flag. They will begin working 
towards their next Green Flag for energy in September of this 
year.

There were 8 senior students involved in a Young Environmentalist 
Project. Their project was titled ‘Beat the Bottles’. It aimed to 
encourage more students to use reusable plastic bottles rather 
than single use plastic bottles. The group surveyed students to 
find out their recycling habits. To encourage more plastic bottle 
recycling the group created a new bin for bottles, which was 
made out of recycled plastic bottles. They surrounded the bin 
with facts about the impact of plastic production and disposal 
on our environment. They got through to the ECO-Dens, held in 
UCC in April, where they presented their project to three judges. 
They were further selected as one of 80 projects to showcase 
their project at the finals in the Mansion House in Dublin on 
May 18th. 
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A scene from this year’s TY musical ‘Showboat’

JUNK 
COUTURE
Students Erin Kirwan, 
Aisling O’Shea and 
Elizabeth Hunt made it 
through to the regional 
finals of Junk Kouture, 
University Concert Hall 
Limerick last March. 
They were mentored by 
teacher, Sarah Finn. Eliza-
beth modeled the dress, 
‘Eye Candy’, on stage. 
Erin and Aisling worked 
tirelessly backstage. 

SHOWBOAT
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Grainne Egan, first year, qualified as 
Munster champion for the All-Ireland 

Schools Cross Country final held in 
Sligo in March. She finished 7th. Senior soccer team who reached the Cork County Final on 17th May.

GAA NEWS
The first year football team won the ‘A’ Cork schools in 
Ballincollig. They defeated Fermoy in the final. The junior 
footballers reached the Munster semi-final. Many thanks to 
GAA coaches Rory Coote and James Rafferty for all their hard 
work. 

First Year Hurler of the Year - Elbhe Heffernan

Junior Hurler of the Year - Doireann Murphy

First Year Footballer of the Year - Andy White

Junior Footballer of the Year - 

Aisling O’Callaghan and Ciara LawleeParticipants in the annual Colour Run organised by the YSI group in Transition Year.
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AMBER FLAG
The school’s Amber Flag Committee has been working 
very hard all year to promote positive mental health. 
Accompanied by Yvonne Bane, principal,  Kim Walsh and 
Sheena McQuillan, teachers, they were recently presented 
with the Amber Flag by Alan Quinlan, former rugby 
international, at an awards ceremony in the Rochestown 
Park Hotel. 

‘WOMEN OF 1916’ TALK

Prof. Margaret Kelleher and Dr. Mary McAuliffe, both 
University College Dublin, delivered a ‘Women of 1916’ 
talk to senior students in January for History Week. The 
talk was organised by history teacher, Noirin O’Leary and 
her fifth year students. Professor Kelleher is a past pupil of 
St Mary’s Mallow.


