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Enjoy our virtual Christmas Concert by clicking on 
this link https://youtu.be/sIlx9RoNKcw 

Dear Parents & Guardians, 

I hope the St Mary’s Christmas newsletter 2020 will add to your Christmas 
spirit and brighten your day as we showcase the talents of our students. 
Each article displays the ability, commitment and generosity of spirit of all 
involved in the activities featured. I wish to thank all, particularly the staff 
who give so generously of their time and expertise in empowering students 
to pursue excellence in all aspects of school life. 
 Each year brings change and this year we have had numerous challenges 
to deal with due to COVID19. I want to take this opportunity to thank 
students and their families for their compliance, cooperation and support 
of the many measures we have taken to ensure the health and safety of 
all members of the school community. 
I want to thank the Board of Management and the Parent’s Association for 
their work in supporting the development of the school over the past year. 
 I wish also to thank the Student Council for their valuable insights and 
assistance as we strive to ensure that the school serves the needs of all 
students in 2020.  
I also want to thank all of the staff, parents and students who have 
supported our Christmas fundraising appeal for St. Vincent de Paul. In St 
Mary’s Secondary School, we place the birth of Christ firmly at the centre 
of our celebration. May His coming amongst us continue to inspire care, 
compassion and concern. I thank the Mercy Sisters, my colleagues, the 
parent body and of course the students for sharing our Christian vision. 
This Christmas we remember in particular, two students who died in the 
past year; Cliodhna Barrett Murphy TY who died in January 2020 and 
Alison Weedle 6th year who died in June 2020. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with their families and friends at this very difficult time. 
Finally, I wish you all a peaceful, restful and safe Christmas.  

Yvonne Bane. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bU
kKYyWb_Po&feature=youtu.be

https://youtu.be/sIlx9RoNKcw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUkKYyWb_Po&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUkKYyWb_Po&feature=youtu.be
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  Running Order for the Virtual Christmas 
Concert 2020 

 

• Senior Choir - Carol of the Bells  

• A word about Virtual Choirs 

• 1st Year Choir – Mr. Santa 

• Sarah O’Malley - Solo Piano 

• Sarah Scanlon - Solo Singing 

• Clare Linehan - Flute 

• Trad group - In the Bleak Mid-Winter 

• Bridget Roche - Solo Violin Walking in the Air 

• 2nd Years - Silent Night Ukuleles 

• Caitlin & Beth - Violin & Sax Solos 

• 3rd Year Choir - It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

• Fiona Marian Solo - Someone to Watch Over Me. 

• 3rd Year Choir - Winter Wonderland 

• Emma Murphy - Solo  

• Trad group - Fairytale of New York 

• Erin Hickey & Hollie Corkery - This Christmas 

• 6th Year Choir - Lullaby  

• Beth Mc Donagh - Solo 

• Senior Choir – O Holy Night 

 

Virtual Christmas 
Concert 

Pictured are members of the 

St. Mary’s Senior Choir 
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Gaisce Gold Medal Awards

Leaving Cert Results 
2020 

N 

Bu
 

 

 ild a Bank National Winners 
2020 

AIB “Build a Bank” National 

Champions 2020 pictured receiving 

their trophies.  

L-R: Louise O’Riordan, Caoimhe 
O’Reilly, Emily Murphy, Ellen Burke, 
Katie O’Callaghan, Jessica Creedon & 
Ms. Áine Cotter, teacher & team 
mentor.

Co
 
 ngratulations to our 5th 

yea  
 r students were presented 

with  
 

their Gold Gaisce

Awa rds by Ms. Buckley & Ms. 

Lutt
 
 rell. The award recognises 

co  
 mmitment to the Gaisce 

challenges undertaken during 

Transition Year. 

 
 

Pictured right: Principal, Yvonne 
Bane, LC Students Clodagh Hickey 

& Roisin Palmer who both 

achieved maximum points of 625 

in their Leaving Cert 2020. 
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We all know the important connection between positive mental 

health and exercise therefore senior students took part in a 

“10,000 Steps a Day Challenge” as a part of Mental Health 

Awareness week. Students recorded the amount of steps they 

had taken and at the end of each day on their fitness watch or 

on the health app on their phones they uploaded their step count 

to Google Classroom. This was a very successful challenge which 

motivated a lot of students to be more active than they normally 

would be. 

10k a Day Steps Challenge 

Rang Reiltin 

A wide variety of acitivities took place for each year 

group as part of this year’s Mental Health Week. SPHE 

Walk in My Shoes Programme, Wellbeing Wall in the 

canteen, Mindfulness, Wellbeing Walks, 10K Steps a 

Day Challenge, 5 Ways to Wellbeing and Positive 

Affirmations. 

Mental Health Week 
Oct 12th-16th 

Rang Reiltin were also looking at the connection between 

physical activity and positive mental health so they sent a 

short survey to a sample of their teachers to find out about 

the various physical activities their teachers are involved in. 

They also enquired about what upbeat songs their teachers 

listen to and their favourite positive affirmations. All 

responses were very interesting with some songs being 

older than the girls themselves! 

The class also spent time outside gardening with Ms. Cooke. 

Planting flowers for the school community at lunchtime was 

their positive way of giving to others and connecting with 

nature as part of mental wellbeing week. 
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To commemorate the centenary of The Raid of Mallow Barracks 

and subsequent Burning of Mallow on September 28th 1920, the 

Transition Year D History class completed a fantastic visual display 

in the school.  

The Capture of Mallow Barracks remained the only successful 

capture of a British military barracks during the War of 

Independence. 

 The class also created a remarkable video of the event which can 

be viewed on Youtube - ‘The Capture of Mallow Barracks, 1920’. 

Well done girls! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efFg3fS2hg0&t=38s 

The Capture of Mallow Barracks

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efFg3fS2hg0&t=38s
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In November, students of TY B, TY C, 

TY D Geography & Rang Reiltin 

completed a tremendous visual 

display of the U.S. Presidential 

Election race. Well done everyone! 

U.S. Presidential Election 2020

 MS Readathon Ambassadors

Well done to the 9 TY students who 

completed online training to become MS 

Readathon Ambassadors. 

The TY students gave virtual 

presentations to St. Mary's 1st year 

students and many other schools 

nationally. They educated pupils about 

Multiple Sclerosis, raised awareness on 

the work of MS Ireland in addition to 

helping to raise vital funds for MS 

Ireland. 

Back row l-r: Marion Nana, Emma O'Connor, Bukky Shittu and 
Georgie Thornton. 
Front row l-r: Aoife O'Sullivan, Róisín Myers, Léa Labat and Molly 
Bugle. 
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“Be happy in the moment, that’s enough. 

Each moment is all we need, not more.” 

These words by Mother Teresa provided the theme 

for T.Y. photography students exhibition. 

Well done to the T.Y. Photography students who 

managed to capture so many positive moments 

during lockdown. This year has brought many 

challenges, but also numerous opportunities to 

become more present, appreciate our health and 

the precious time with families and friends as well 

as notice the beauty of nature in our wonderful 

Ireland. Many thanks to all students who shared 

their positive experiences with the entire school!  

T.Y. Photography Module
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Pictured right: Sophie Ryan and 

Sophia Breen who participated in a 

national Gael Linn Competition.  

Well done girls! 

Cé go bhfuil srianta i bhfeidhm ar fud na scoile tá an Ghaeilge 

fós á chur chun cinn. Tá obair iontach déanta ag an nGrúpa 

Gaeilge Labhartha san Idirbhliain an téarma seo chun an 

Ghaeilge a scaipeadh ar fud na scoile. Éagraíodh tráth na gceist 

do na ranganna Idirbhliana, rang Íoga le hiarrmhúinteoir na 

scoile Ms. Harrington, agus aoichainteoir ó Ghaelbhrat chuhn 

iarracht Brat Ghaeilge a fhail sa scoil. Comhghairdeachas ach 

go háirithe le Sophia Breen agus Sophie Ryan a rinne sár-

iarracht do chomórtas óráide náisiúnta Gaelinn. Maith sibh a 

chailíní.  

Nollaig Shona agus athbhliain faoi sheán is faoi mhaise daoibh 

go léir.   

T.Y. Gaeilge
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T.Y. Lanterns for Nazareth 
House

Transition Year students who created lanterns for Nazareth House. 

These will be placed around the grounds as a way of reminding 

residents they are not alone this Christmas and the light of their 

loves ones shines brightly. A wonderful initiative. 



10

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With many of the school’s major events put on hold this year, 

the Transition Year Students showed great determination in 

spreading some Christmas cheer around the school. 

In place of the annual Christmas concert, the TY students 

recorded an extraordinary Christmas variety show. The show 

included musical and dance performances, drama, shop local 

segments and a festive quiz. A special thanks to the class of TYD 

for their cooperation in the project and their teacher Ms Crowley. 

T.Y. D Christmas Show

T.Y. Creative Crafts

TY students enjoyed the opportunity 

to explore a range of different craft, 

upcycling and textile based projects 

as part of this module. Each class 

was filled with fun and creativity! 
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It is Winter.  
The trees are bare, 

Under them lay tones of primary colours. 
Blue contrasts green. 

Once more, within days of lockdown, the weather improves. 

The skies have white clouds. 
They've replaced the dark brooding ones I looked out the windows of 

study at. 
I salute them, 

Hi! 
I won’t see you very often in the coming months  

You are beautiful. 

Trees, you will litter the ground with colours I only know this time of year. 

Our year is a bare tree. 
It seems stunted in growth, 

No beauty in leaves. 
We think it dead. 

This one tree I see is bare. 
It seems isolated to the browns and oranges surrounding it. 

Yet it stands tall, 
The tallest in fact  

My eye is caught by gold reflected in the leaves 

The fields look healthy and green. 
But not for much longer. 
They will pale with frost  
And discolour in dew. 

In these months  
I see houses I never knew existed. 

You have hidden them from me 
In the presence of Persephone 
And shaded them in happiness. 

Now, in Winter, in November, in grief 
You no longer protect them. 

You leave them no beauty to gaze upon. 
You leave them bare.  

Our year is a bare tree and 
We think it dead. 

The Colours of Winter 

6th year student Emma Muldoon who 

composed the “Colours of Winter”  
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It has been a busy term in the guidance department. Ms 

Cooke has been meeting with 5th years for one-to-one 

guidance sessions and Ms Glancy has held appointments to 

prepare 6th year students for CAO, UCAS and EUNICAS. 

Careers fairs, open days and talks from Universities are 

accessed virtually this year. 

A CAO information night took place for 6th year students and 

their parents to explore CAO, HEAR, DARE and application 

support.  

Transition year students completed a career interest profile 

and career match using careersportal.ie and qualifax.ie. 

Students completed a career investigation and engaged in a 

careers workshop during College Awareness Week. 

We would like to thank all those who volunteered their time 

to talk to our TY students during College Awareness Week. 

Rang Reiltin ICT 

College Awareness Week 2020

Congratulations to Roxie, Claire, Catherine, 

Jade, Nicalla, Sophia, Naomi and Issey on 

receiving their certificates in typing. They 

have worked extremely hard this term on 

their typing skills. Well done girls, a great 

achievement! 
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THIRD YEAR SECOND YEAR 
• Monday 28th September - Friday 16th

October, Oral Communication,
German CBA 1

• Monday 5th - Friday 23rd October, The
Past in My Place, History CBA 1

• Monday 9th - Friday 27th November,
Communicative Task, Gaeilge CBA 2

• Friday 20th November, Communicate
and Reflect, Completion of Visual Art
CBA 2 

• Monday 23rd November - Friday 11th-
December, Science in Society
Investigation, Science CBA 2

• Monday 8th - Friday 26th March,
Programme Note, Music CBA 2

• Friday 12th March, Food Literacy
Skills Brief, Completion of Home
Economics CBA 2

• Friday 12th March, Collection of
Student’s Texts, Completion of
English CBA 2 

• Friday 12th March, Business in
Action, Completion of Business CBA
1 

• Monday 2nd November - Friday 15th
January, Creative Textiles, Home
Economics CBA 1

• Wednesday 6th - Wednesday 27th
January, Geography in the News,
Geography CBA 1

• Monday 11th - Friday 29th January, A
Person of Commitment, Religion CBA 1

• Monday 25th January - Friday 12th
February, Mathematical Investigation,
Maths CBA 1

• Monday 1st - Friday 26th February, Oral
Communication, German CBA 1

• Monday 22nd February - Friday 12th
March, Oral Communication, English
CBA 1

• Monday 22nd February - Friday 12th
March, Oral Communication, French CBA
1

• Monday 22nd February - Friday 12th
March, The Past in My Place, History
CBA 1

• Monday 12th April - Monday 10th May,
Business in Action, Business CBA 1

• Monday 19th April - Friday 7th May,
Extended Experimental Investigation,
Science CBA 1

• Friday 14th May, Process to Realisation,
Completion of Visual Art CBA 1

• Friday 14th May, Composition Portfolio,
Completion of Music CBA 1

CBA Dates

Classroom Based Assessments (CBAs) are best described as 

occasions when the teacher assesses students using the specific 

task(s) set out in the subject specification. Below are the CBAs 

scheduled for 2020-21. Further information about CBAs can be

found on www.jct.ie.   

http://www.jct.ie/
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Pictured are TY A RE class who made Christmas 

cards & bought presents for each resident in 

Fairyhill Nursing Home, Mallow. 

In a world of “WhatsApp” & “Zoom” calls there is 

still something very special about receiving a 

handwritten card. 

St. Mary’s R.E. News

Celebrating Mercy Day

Pictured right are recipients of this year’s John Paul II 

Gold Awards: Katie O’Callaghan, Niamh McGuickin, 

Laura Barszczewski, Saoirse McDonald, Emila 

Seputyte and Elsa Ajish 

John Paul II Awards

School crest display by class 1 Darragh to celebrate 

the arrival of the Sisters of Mercy in Mallow in 1845. 

We celebrated Mercy Day this year with a recording 

of a prayer service in the school Tearmann. Thanks 

to Fr. Carvill and the RE dept for organising. A 

recording of this was shown to all classes. 
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The first years in St. Mary’s have been busy little elves on the lead up 

to Christmas. Following on from the first term’s theme of “Be Kind”, the 

poster competition winners of Laura Farrissey from 1 Aenghus, Esme 

Leahy from 1 Brian, Ella Robins 1 Cillian and Sheena Hickey 1 Darragh 

met at the beginning of November to select this term’s theme of “The 

Gratitude Tree” based around a Christmas tree.  

1st Year Christmas Activities

Since the theme was launched, the ladies have been 

rocking around their Christmas trees and 

classrooms decorating and preparing for the festive 

season. They have also designed and created 

Christmas decorations with what they are grateful 

for this season.  

The staff in St. Mary’s are grateful for this group of 

first years as they have demonstrated resilience and 

determination during these challenging times with a 

positivity that would knock the boots off Santa! 

1st Year Home Economics 
Cross Stitch Christmas Cards

A selection of cross stitch Christmas cards created by 

Ms. Dunnes Home Economics class during their textile 

module. The girls really enjoyed learning a new skill this 

term. 



16

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to all first-year students who have participated in the 

German Christmas Card competition and Christmas Jumper project 

this month! Your level of engagement and creativity impressed the 

whole German Department, and the beautiful Christmas cards 

exhibition totally transformed the school corridor making everyone 

think about Christmas holidays! Vielen herzlichen Dank!  

The German Department has selected (with a great difficulty) three 

winners from each class group.  

Congratulations to: 

1 A 

1st Aisling 
McCormack 
2nd Vyte 
Norbutaite 
3rd Laura 
Farrissey 

1 B 

1st Olivia Udeh 
2nd Ailbhe O 
Connor 
3rd Amy O Mahony 

1 C 

1st Erica 
Joseph 
2nd Sinead 
Creedon 
3rd Luca 
Virag Tóth 

1D 

1st Grace 
Bridget 
Goulding 
2nd Liya 
Joseph 
3rd Clódagh 
Cronin 

Wir wünschen Allen frohe Weihnachten und ein gutes neues Jahr! 

1st Year German Christmas Card 
Competition 
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1st Year German  
Christmas Jumpers! 

The first-year students did a wonderful 

job preparing festive Christmas jumpers 

after learning colours in German! 

 Well done to all our creative students 

who have contributed to this lovely 

display organised by the German 

Department! 

LCA Christmas Cards 

Ms Flanagan pictured with LCA 1 students 

who created and sold homemade 

Christmas cards to staff.  

The aim was to spread some Christmas 

cheer while also raising funds for the 

Christmas Hampers appeal. 

Well done girls, a great initiative! 

“Der Weihnachtspulli” or “der Weihnachtspullover” are 

German words for a Christmas jumper.  
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1st Year French 

On a gagné! 
Students in class 1 Cillian 

celebrating their win in French 

Quizzes and a Bingo blitz in 

French class. 

Félicitations Claire, Clara, Kaitlyn, 
Erica et Keelin. 

1st year girls in class 1 Darragh 

were busy writing to their French 

pen pals in Notre -Dame de 

Bellegarde Secondary School, 

near Lyon. 
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6th Year French

Les eleves en terminale font 

de leur mieux pour preparer 

pour l'epreuve orale. 

Bonne chance! 

Home Economics – Bake Off!

Well done to Sarah Clifford 2nd year 

and Anna Coleman TY who entered 

the 2020 Kenwood Online Cake 

Competition.  

Both girls have a huge interest in 

baking, and it was fantastic to see 

them put their skills of sugar craft 

and cake decorating on show. 

Two very talented bakers! 
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P.E. News

Like every other subject on the curriculum P.E. lessons had to be 

modified in order to ensure the safety of both students and teachers 

during these testing times. No more whistle blowing, no more 

contact sport (for now!) but thankfully still a lot of activity and fun. St. 

Mary’s students need to be complimented for their compliance in 

relation to these modifications. Furthermore, wearing masks during 

indoor physical activity is difficult but with plenty of water breaks and 

air breaks our students are participating really well. 

Our LCA, 5th year and 6th year students have also 

had the opportunity to participate in Pilates, 

Badminton, walks and on one occasion an Ultimate 

Frisbee class which, as it turns out, is not very 

conducive to Irish winter weather! 

This September saw the beginning of the new L.C.P.E. 

subject for our 5th Years. They will be the first cohort 

of students from St. Mary’s to complete this course in 

June 2022. The students are to be complimented on 

their first term studying this new subject, where they 

have worked very hard and have had some fun along 

the way. 

Some of our junior cycle 

students have undertaken a 

module in Spikeball, a sport 

which was born out of Volleyball, 

it encourages maximum 

participation and fun. Other 

junior classes played 

Badminton, had a FMS module 

(Fundamental Movement Skills), 

played Hockey and much more. 

Pictured right are students from 1 
Darragh, Spikeball Champions! 
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Some TY students have created very informative posters which are aimed at First Years to help promote 

healthy living. These posters are on display in our sports hall and all first years will get a chance to view 

them and vote on their favourite one after the Christmas break.  
Reiltin had lots of fun in PE between games with our parachute, jig-saw relays, soft tennis, basketball, 

dance and lots more. 

We look forward to the return of extracurricular activities, I know lots of us are missing the lunchtime and 

after school sports, the trips on buses to matches or orienteering competitions but they will return 

eventually. Until then we will endeavour to continue to create a safe environment for all our students. 
Merry Christmas and Healthy & Happy 2021 from St. Mary's P.E. Department!  

As past of their Sports Journalism 

task TY “GAA Future Leaders” 

class interviewed St. Marys PE 

teacher and Cork LGFA player 

about her career. 

TYs have had a lot of activities curtailed, however for the first 

time ever two TY classes took part in a Couch to 5K challenge 

which was a huge success. TY students have also had the 

opportunity to take part in Pilates Classes under the expert 

guidance of Shirley Lankford.  

These classes encourage students to perform a 

number of stretches and weight bearing 

exercises in a fun and relaxed environment. 

TY A have completed a First Aid Course which is 

certified by the Red Cross and gives the 

students’ knowledge and insight into basic first 

aid skills. 
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Christmas Activities

Christmas 
Jumper Day!

Congratulations to our Student Council 

who held an extremely successful 

Christmas Jumper Day this year.. 

A total of €1,378 was raised for St. 

Vincent de Paul. Funds raised were 

used in our Christmas hampers appeal 

while also helping to spread some 

Christmas spirit and joy around the 

school!  

Pictured above: members of Student Council who organised 
Christmas Jumper Day 2020 

Pictured above: 1st years students in class 1 Brian wearing their colourful Christmas Jumpers. 
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T.Y.  
Christmas 

Jumper Day

Transition Years decorated 

their classrooms and 

helped bring plenty of 

Christmas spirit to St. 

Mary’s in the lead up to 

Christmas break. 



25

Rang Reiltin  
Christmas Art Display

The Reiltin students have been busy getting 

creative this term in preparation for their 

Christmas display. Students have explored a 

variety of media and techniques for their 

display this year. Including paper sculpture, 

acrylic painting, zentangle drawing and 

decoupage lettering.  

The students wanted to create a cheerful 

display that everybody in the school could 

enjoy and they would like to wish everybody 

a Merry Christmas. 

Pictured below are students: Issey, Sophia, 

Catherine, Claire, Nicalla,  Naomi and Roxie.  
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2nd Year Christmas Activities 

Second years enjoyed an afternoon filled with festive fun and frolics 
on the 11th of December.  

Their afternoon was filled with Christmas bauble decorating, a guess 
who game called ‘Who captured the Claus’, a Christmas themed quiz 
created by the TY students, and hot chocolates and Christmas cakes.  

There was also a competition for the best decorated classroom, the 
competition was hotly contested this year between the five class 
groups, but the prize eventually went to 2 Cáit for their tastefully 
decorated Christmas class.  

Individual prizes were also given for the best decorated bauble in each 
class. The winners were; Roisin Murray 2 Aoife, Hannah White 2 
Blaithin, Jemma Sheehan 2 Cáit, Olivia Flynn 2 Deirdre, and Rachel 
O’Sullivan 2 Eimear.  
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2nd Year Christmas Activities 




