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Message from the Principal
Dear Parents / Guardians,
As we begin 2018 I would like to take this opportunity to wish all
members of St Mary’s school community a Happy New Year. The
first term has been a very busy one for staff and students and this
newsletter highlights many of the various activities our students
have been involved in.
Once again St Mary’s students obtained excellent exam results
in the 2017 Leaving Cert and Junior Cert exams. This newsletter
highlights the achievements of our Leaving Cert class of 2017
and features a breakdown of the leaving cert results compared to
the national averages, along with photographs of students who
received the following scholarships:
•	Laura Willis - Naughton Scholarship & University of Limerick
scholarship.
•	Rachel Fitzpatrick - University College Dublin Scholarship
•	Rachel Murphy - Trinity College Dublin Entrance Exhibition
•	Patricia Buckley - UL Scholarship
•	Aisling Finn - UL Scholarship
•	Alison Behan - Mallow Credit Union Scholarship
Congratulations to all scholarship recipients, their parents and their
teachers.

Congratulations also to Laura Willis and Aoife Browne who were
presented with awards from the Board of Management on the
highest results in the Leaving Certificate 2017 and Pamela Power
on the top Leaving Certificate Applied result.
Curricular reform, with the introduction of the new Junior Cycle
Profile of Achievement is now very much embedded in the Junior
Cycle curriculum. Parents can read about it in this newsletter as well
as access further information on this development on the school
website www.stmarysmallow.com
This term we welcome members of the Inspectorate from the
Department of Education and Skills who will conduct a Whole
School Evaluation (WSE-MLL) during the first 2 weeks of this
term. This will involve consultation with all partners in education
including the Board of Management, teaching staff, parents and

students and I would like to take this opportunity to wish all
members of the school community well during this inspection
process.
Finally, I look forward to working closely with students and parents
throughout 2018, a year which will no doubt be rewarding and
successful for everyone in St Mary’s.

Yvonne Bane

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

Alison Behan receiving a scholarship
from Mallow Credit Union, with
Sinéad Luttrell, Deputy Principal

Róisín Palmer who achieved 11 As in her
Junior Cert with Yvonne Bane Principal

Rachel Fitzpatrick, UCD
scholarship recipient with her
parents Donal and Máire

Rachel Murphy, recipient of a Trinity College
Exhibition Award. Pictured with Yvonne Bane,
Principal, and her parents

Patricia Buckley, Laura Willis and
Aisling Finn, UL scholarship recipients,
with Yvonne Bane, Principal

Laura Willis Naughton Scholarship recipient
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LEAVING CERT GEOGRAPHY
Our visit to the coastal area of Ballybunion was a wonderful day
out and proved a very successful geographical investigation.
Fair weather and very low tides, together with a stimulating
presentation from petroleum geoscientist, Professor Peter
Haughton, UCD made for a very impressive geographical
excursion.
Experiencing the ‘Cliff Walk’ in glorious sunshine provided us with
a stunning view of the famous ‘Nine Daughters’ blowhole, and
that hidden gem ‘The Nuns Beach’ with its dramatic surrounding
cliffs and sea arch - a geographer’s delight!
Exploring and measuring cave dimensions, calculating cliff
heights using clinometers, identifying and measuring wave
cut platform, analysing rock strata, wading into the swash and
backwash to undertake wave frequency counts, and ‘load’
samples kept us busy.
All students had a most enjoyable learning experience, which
we trust will inspire them when writing-up their account of this
geographical investigation as part of the Leaving Cert assessment.

SLVER SURFERS
Transition Year girls with teacher Ms Carmel Curtin,
are running a Silvers Surfers initiative; helping senior
members of the Mallow community improve their
computer literacy. There are twenty-five surfers
benefiting from the expertise of our tech savvy students.
Coffee and home baking are provided by the students.
All are enjoying the experience!

BUSINESS QUIZ
On November 21st, two teams from St. Mary’s competed in a
Business Studies quiz hosted by St. Brendan’s College, Killarney. In
total, seventeen teams competed. Thus, it was very competitive.
Team one placed second. Shauna Dalton, Beth O’Sullivan, Mary
McCarthy and Sarah Scanlon were the members of this team.
The other team was Shonagh McPhillips, Grainne Myers, Grainne
O’Leary and Amy Lynch. Both teams did very well.

HISTORY MATTERS

FRENCH THEATRE
FOR SCHOOLS

TY History students were taken on two separate field
trips on Monday, October 9th. TY A and B went to
Cobh and Spike Island. TY C went to Bunratty Castle.
Students enjoyed both field trips immensely. On
Monday, November 20th, Senior History students
travelled to the Gate Cinema in Cork City. They watched
a documentary film called ‘Condemned to Remember’.
The film tells the story of Tomi Reichental, a Holocaust
survivor. Tomi attended the screening. He participated
in a question and answer session after the film.

On November 21st, French students from TY and Third
Year enjoyed an interactive performance of ‘Le Texte
Perdu’ by the theatrical group, French Theatre for Schools.
This is a Senior Cycle play, incorporating core language
material for the Leaving Cert. Topics for the Oral and
Aural exams are covered. But, the main emphasis is on
enjoyment. Bravo à tous et à toutes.
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YOUNG MERCY LEADERS
Last July, five Leaving Cert students took part in the Young
Mercy Leaders (YML) Pilgrimage in the Mercy International
Centre, Baggot Street, Dublin. They were accompanied by Sr.
Anne Maria.
The theme of this year’s Pilgrimage was: Mercy is our Badge of
Honour. It was based on Catherine McAuley’s instruction to her
Sisters: ‘Let Charity be our badge of honour…so that it may truly
be said there is in us but one heart and one soul in God’.
Each day began with a reflective prayer in the chapel. The story
of the Good Samaritan provided inspiration and challenge.
Over the four days everyone got to hear Michele O’Kelly RSM
(South Central Province), address the topic of Mercy and
Leadership, and Angela Reed RSM (Australia), consider the issue
of human trafficking. All pilgrims rotated through a number of
workshops on Mindfulness, Art, Discernment and Mime.
Other highlights of the week were a Taize prayer session in the
Chapel, a walk through Dublin in the footsteps of Catherine,
and a guided tour of the house. The final day was devoted to

action planning. Each delegation worked on possible actions
they would focus on after they returned to their schools in
September.
Thoughts shared by YMLs on the return journey from Baggot St
on July 21st:
•	I found the Pilgrimage really beneficial, both socially and
spiritually. I learned what it means to be merciful and now,
having finished the Pilgrimage, I am inspired to spread
Mercy in the local and global community as best I can.
•	This experience was amazing for so many reason; the people,
the workshops and the important issues that are happening
in the world that we can help with.
•	The highlight of my Pilgrimage was making new connections
from all over the world.
Also, Young Mercy Leaders from Mallow, Rosscarbery and Mount
Mercy, and their friends and chaperones took part in the Cork
Women’s Mini Marathon on Mercy Day. This was a fundraiser for
Wellsprings.
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CONNECTING CULTURES

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
ACTIVITY

On Friday 29th September, Fifth Year and LCA students held a
coffee morning to celebrate language and cultural diversity.
They prepared and served typical foods from their respective
cultural backgrounds. This included food from England,
France, Spain, Germany, Poland, Italy, Lebanon, Nigeria, and
Ireland. The coffee morning was a huge success. The teachers
and students present, enjoyed eating the variety of delicious
foods on offer.

All 150 first year students attended a concert given by the
London Chamber Brass Ensemble in the Aemilian Theatre
in October. Also in October, 50 music students travelled
to the Bord Gáis Theatre in Dublin to attend a wonderful
production of Miss Saigon. Leaving Cert music students
attended a performance of their course work, Bach’s cantata
BWV 78, in St. Mary’s Cathedral Limerick.
In November, first years were treated to their second concert
of the term with a harp and flute recital in the Aemilian
Theatre. Second years travelled to City Hall Cork on 9th
November for a concert given by the Cork Pops Orchestra.
We are delighted to welcome back composer Ian Wilson for
the Composer in the Classroom Series in conjunction with
Chamber Choir Ireland for the second year in a row. Ian is
working with a number of fifth year music students who are
composing original choral pieces which will be recorded and
performed by Chamber Choir Ireland next spring.
All first year students took part in a wonderful Christmas
Concert on December 7th in the Aemilian Theatre. There
was Christmas carol singing, seasonal instrumental music,
dancing elves and a little drama. What a talented group!

Noirin O’Leary, Year Head, with Fifth Year students,
participating in a ‘Connecting Cultures’ coffee morning

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
A Photography Club was set up in September by Aisling
O’Connor, teacher. She has been blown away by the
creativity and talent for photography that the students
have shown. Each week, students are set a new challenge,
with a new theme. Students submit three of their best
images for judging. Certificates are awarded for the
winning entry, the runner up and highly commended. The
themes so far have included ‘Mind your Mental Health’,
‘Food’ and ‘Identity’. There was an autumn photography
workshop and a still life workshop. Ms O’Connor has
seen real progress in the photography skills of the
students over the last few months as they are coming to
understand the importance of composition and lighting.
The Photography Club are planning on having an outing,
and an exhibition of their work later in the school year.
The Photography Club meet at 1.20 pm every Tuesday in
the Demo Room. New members are always a welcome!

Music students who attended a performance of Miss Saigon in Dublin

Emma Nodwell, Isobel Vaughan, Queensly Erhabor and Clodagh
Hickey selling doughnuts for a Make-A-Wish fundraiser

Photography Club members with achievement certificates
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POPE JOHN PAUL II
AWARDS

Aoife Taylor, Pope John Paul II Awards recipient

Elllen Behan, Pope John Paul II Awards recipient

St. Mary’s Secondary School

NEW JUNIOR CYCLE PROFILE
OF ACHIEVEMENT
All current Transition Years will be presented with their Junior Cycle
Profile of Achievement (JCPA) in January 2018. This official new
model of reporting will contain students’ JC State Exam Results
and Other Areas of Learning (includes student participation in
extra-curricular activities, school clubs, projects completed, school
awards etc.). This showcases a broad range of student learning. In
future years results of Classroom-Based Assessments will also be
reported on the JCPA.
The phased introduction of new subject specifications will continue
until September 2019. Curriculum reform at Junior Cycle has to
date centred on new subject specifications for English, Science,
Business Studies, Irish, Modern Foreign Languages, and Art, Craft
and Design. Wellbeing, a new area of learning was introduced
for all First Year students in September 2017. It includes learning
opportunities to enhance the physical, mental, emotional and
social wellbeing of students. PE (Physical Education), CSPE (Civic,
Social and Political Education), SPHE (Social, Personal and Health
Education) and rotating units of learning make up Wellbeing in St.
Mary’s. There are five rotating units of learning: Guidance: Moving
Up; Healthy Eating; Digital Media Citizenship; Guidance: Friends
First; and Drama.
Junior Cycle for Teachers (JCT) are supporting St. Mary’s teachers
with professional development. Our two school closure dates are
scheduled for December 19th 2017 and January 30th 2018. The
recently ratified School Policies on Homework and Assessment,
reflect curricular change. A detailed section on the new JCPA
and all School Policies are available on the school website www.
stmarysmallow.com.

Bhuaigh Foireann Díospóireachta na Scoile a gcéad Díospóireacht
i Scoil Chríost Rí ar an 9ú lá de mhí na Samhna

D’eagraigh Cailíní na hidirbhliana Can-a-long sa Canteen le le
haghaidh an Dushlán Gaeilge 24 -Bhí said thar Barr!

Eibhlis Myers, Fifth Year, Rotary Youth
Leadership Awards recipient

Senior English students attending a performance of King Lear
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Sarah Walsh, First Year, winner of a
Munster Schools handball silver medal
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HOME ECONOMICS
SCHOOL TOUR
Thirty-two 5th and 6th Year students thoroughly enjoyed the
Home Economics school tour to Italy, October 27th to October
30th. The action packed trip included a walking tour of Rome,
a three night stay in Sorrento with visits to an olive oil farm,
coffee roasting factory, mozzarella making demonstration,
panoramic drive along the Amalfi coast, and an amazing
guided tour of Pompeii. The trip included hands-on cookery
workshops in making pastry, ice cream, sorbet, pasta, and an
ultimate masterclass in pizza making, followed by dinner at
the Alexia Cookery School. The tasting sessions and dining
experiences were molto bella. Ciao girls!
School tour to Italy

SEW COOL COMPETITION
Congratulations to Samantha Cooney and Aoibheann Daly,
TY on their excellent craftwork which was shortlisted for the
national Sew Cool competition. Aoibheann achieved highly
commended 4th place, and received a prize.

Leah (left), Enduro World Series 2017 Podium in Finale Ligure, Italy

LEAH COMPETES
AT MOUNTAIN BIKING
WORLD SERIES
Leah Maunsell battled hard over two long tough days
of mountain bike racing to finish in a very impressive
second place in the U21 Women’s category in the last
round of the 2017 Enduro World Series in Finale Ligure,
Italy, 28th September to 1st October.
There were seven rounds in the Series, held throughout
2017 in New Zealand, Australia, Portugal, Ireland, France,
USA, Canada and Italy. Leah competed in the Irish and
French rounds earlier this year, taking second place in both.
The format of the Italian round was two days practice,
where you can ride all seven stages once, followed by
two days racing.
Unfortunately on Thursday, day one of practice, Leah
had a nasty crash on stage one that caused her to miss
out on practice for stage two while her injuries were
tended to. This meant she had to race ‘blind’ on Saturday!
Although she was in a lot of pain, she resumed practice
on the day, just in time to get a run on stage three. Friday’s
practice of stages four, five, six and seven went well.
Leah was a bit stiff and sore going into day one of the
race on Saturday morning with a 07:30 am start time.
She had a brilliant two days of tight racing, winning
three stages, second on three stages and third on one
stage. She finished up in second place overall, only
twelve seconds off first place!

STUDENT COUNCIL
Sew Cool competition.HEIC

Macroom Food Festival

MACROOM FOOD FESTIVAL
TY students Nicola Flynn and Aoibheann Daly represented St.
Mary’s in the final of the Macroom Food Festival on Sunday
24th September. Their dish of a pearl barley risotto with pork
and apple balls garnished with crispy sage leaves showed
judges a wide range of ability and culinary skills, winning
them second place. It was a fantastic day. The girls thoroughly
enjoyed the excitement of participating, and winning!
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Student Council members with Anne Dunne, Coordinator, Sinéad
Luttrell, Deputy Principal and John Hourihan, Chairperson BOM
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Aoife Browne, John Hourihan and Laura Willis

BOARD OF
MANAGEMENT
PRESENTATIONS

John Hourihan and
Pamela Power

Members of the TY Build a Bank team with their teacher, Donna
Crowley and AIB Mallow Education Officer, Kim Greensmith

MISS PIGGY BANK

On Monday evening, 18th December
the Board of Management arranged
a special event. Two high achieving
Leaving Cert students, and one
Dolores Meade and
Leaving Cert Applied student were
John Hourihan
recognised for outstanding results
in the 2017 state exams. Laura Willis and Aoife Brown were the
highest achieving students in Leaving Cert 2017. Pamela Power,
was the highest achieving student in Leaving Cert Applied 2017.
John Hourihan, Chairperson made a special presentation to each
student on behalf of the school. Also, a presentation was made to
recently retired teacher, Dolores Meade. Mr. Hourihan and Yvonne
Bane, Principal thanked Dolores for her many years of dedicated
service and wished her all the best with her retirement.

The St. Mary’s TY Build a Bank team launched their school
bank in the Aemilian Theatre on Friday November 18th.
The AIB Build a Bank Challenge invites students to establish
and run their own bank in school, in teams of six. The team is
then involved in every aspect of the branding, management
and business planning of their bank. They must find creative
ways to market their bank, within the school, to encourage
new student customers to join.
This year, the St. Mary’s TYs have chosen ‘Little Miss Piggy’ as
the theme for their school bank. The school bank launch was
attended by all First Year students and was a very successful
event. Fun activities at the launch included karaoke, singing,
dancing, hula hooping and skipping. The launch was enjoyed
by all First Year students who attended.
Well done to TY students Mairead O’Sullivan, Laura Horgan,
Rachel O’Hanlon, Anna Bohan, Katelyn McCarthy and
Queensly Erhabor and their teacher, Donna Crowley.

RÉILTÍN NEWS
Rang Réiltín visited a local supermarket on Monday,
November 20th. The students did a survey on what countries
the fruit and vegetables they eat come from.
Most of the fruit was from outside Ireland, but we were pleased
to learn that 11 out of 16 vegetables came from Ireland. While
most of the apples came from France, some came from New
Zealand. New Zealand is 18,628 km from Ireland. Asparagus
comes from Peru, which is 9,360 km away. Bananas come
from the Dominican Republic. #jetlag #surprising
We are going to write to the Purchasing Manager of this
supermarket chain and share the findings of our survey.

Mary Quille, Make-A-Wish, pictured with TY students. Mary spoke
to the girls about the great work carried out by the charity

Rang Réiltín
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NEWS IN SPORT

First Year Football Team A

First Year Football Team B

The PE Department has been very busy since the beginning
of the school year.
In September, 84 TYs travelled to Kerry for a week of outdoor
pursuits. Also in September, our LCA class took part in the
Cork Women’s Mini Marathon. On a very wet and miserable
Wednesday in late September, First Year girls took part in an
orienteering introductory course in Doneraile Park. Despite
being soaked with rain, it was a very successful day. Thanks
goes to Ted and Annemarie Lucey who organised the course.
In October, First Years and Rang Reiltín participated in
a ghoulish fancy dress Ceilí, where ghosts and witches
danced the Walls of Limerick, the Siege of Ennis and Shoe
the Donkey. Munster Rugby development coach Amanda
Greensmith delivered a very successful coaching course to
nineteen fledgling rugby coaches.

First Year orienteering trip to Doneraille

Our senior and cadet basketball league campaign has come
to an end for this season. Crosshaven, Carrigtwohill, and
Carraig na bhFear all proved too strong, but we managed to
beat Kinsale! Well done to all who played on these teams. A
big thank you to Paula Conlon who coached the cadet team,
her time and effort is greatly appreciated. We look forward to
our First and Second Year leagues after Christmas.
Well done to all students who represented our school in a
variety of sports: handball, swimming, soccer, camogie,
football, athletics, golf, and horse riding. Finally, thanks to all
who, in some way, helped with different activities inside and
outside of school time. It is greatly appreciated!

TYs in Cappanalea, Kerry

LCA teachers and
students who
participated in
the Cork Women’s
Mini Marathon

Junior camogie team
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