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The vision for the new Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA) is to place
“students at the centre of the educational experience, enabling them to actively
participate in their communities and in society and to be resourceful and confident
learners in all aspects and stages of their lives“, (Framework for Junior Cycle, 2015,
p.6). The JCPA affords a significant continuity of experience for each student as she
makes the transition from primary to post-primary school. The broad range of student
learning experiences, from oral presentations to project work will be reflected in
classwork, prescribed homework, assessment and reporting. It provides a wide choice
of learning experiences in the curriculum and facilitates the development of 8 Key
Skills and 24 Statements of Learning. The implementation of the JCPA started in
September 2014 with the teaching of the new subject specification in English and
other subjects will be phased in until 2022. For the 2017-2018 cohort of 1st Year
students, all students will study the new specifications in English, Business Studies,
Science, Modern Foreign Languages (French & German), Gaeilge, Art and Wellbeing
(PE, CSPE,SPHE and Other Units of Learning).
There will be a rich quality of reporting over the three years, where Classroom-Based
Assessments and other areas of learning will be reported using a template developed
by the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA). The new curriculum
specifications for subjects will be learning outcomes-based and in most cases, they will
be common level specifications. The exception to this will be the subjects English,
Gaeilge and Mathematics where the specification will be at two levels, Higher level and
Ordinary level.
In each subject, students will undertake two Classroom-Based Assessments facilitated
by their teacher. One Classroom-Based Assessment will take place in 2nd Year and a
second Classroom-Based Assessment in 3rd Year. Classroom-Based Assessments
provide students with opportunities to demonstrate their understanding and skills in a
way which would not be possible in a formal examination. Classroom-Based
Assessments cover a broad range of activities including oral presentations, written
work of different types, practical or designing activities, projects, scientific
experiments or other suitable tasks applicable to the subject area. After the second
of the Classroom-Based Assessments, students will complete a written Assessment
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Task on what they have learned and the skills and competences that they have
developed in that assessment.
Key skills will be embedded in the learning outcomes of every junior cycle subject and
short course. Key skills help learners develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes to
face the many challenges in today’s world. They also support students in learning how
to learn and take responsibility for their own learning. The learning at the core of
Junior Cycle is described in twenty-four statements of learning. They are central to
planning for, the students’ experience of, and the evaluation of the school’s junior
cycle programme. The NCCA stipulates in each subject specification which statements
of learning are most relevant to that particular subject. The purpose of the 24
statements of learning are as follows:


To ensure a rich educational experience for students



Learning that has both breadth and depth and is varied



To enable development of the key skills



To give access to a varied curriculum of knowledge, skills and attitudes.

8 Key Skills of Junior Cycle
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24 Statements of Learning
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Assessment and Reporting
Subjects will continue to be examined by the State Examinations Commission (SEC) in
June of third year, however each subject exam paper will be no longer than 2 hours in
the case of new specifications. The results will form part of each student’s Junior
Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA), which will offer a more complete report on
progress during junior cycle. The JCPA will also include descriptors awarded for levels
of achievement in classroom-based assessments, short courses and other learning
experiences. The Assessment Task mark will be included in the final examination
grade and both are graded by the SEC. The grading of new subjects will be as follows
in State Exams:
Grading of the Final Examination


Distinction ≥90% to 100%



Higher Merit ≥75% and <90%



Merit ≥55% and <75%



Achieved ≥40% and <55%



Partially Achieved ≥20% and <40%



(not graded) ≥0% and <20%

Grading Classroom-Based Assessments
Classroom-Based Assessments in all subjects will be specified at a common level and
marked by the teacher. CBAs will be undertaken by students within class time to a
national timetable. When assessing the level of student achievement in a ClassroomBased Assessment against the learning outcomes, teachers will use ‘on-balance’
judgement in relation to the Features of Quality, which are set out in four level
descriptors.
Classroom-Based Assessment Descriptors


Exceptional



Above Expectations



In Line with Expectations



Yet to Meet Expectations
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St. Mary’s Wellbeing Programme 2017-2020
Designing the Wellbeing Programme for 2017-2020
The voices of all partners in education have informed the design and contents of our
Wellbeing Programme. Teachers’ voices have positively shaped the Wellbeing
programme from the outset. The process of consultation and curriculum planning has
included whole-staff consultations, School Development Planning, Pastoral Care and
Wellbeing Planning Team meetings. Students’ voices have informed the Wellbeing
programme through meetings with the Student Council and by conducting Wellbeing
student focus groups. Wellbeing presentations were made to the Parents Association
and to parents of incoming 1st Years and to the Board of Management. It is envisaged
that the Wellbeing programme 2017-2020 will achieve synergy and a cohesive
approach to Wellbeing.
Our Wellbeing programme aims to foster happy, confident, responsible and
resilient students who feel connected to St. Mary’s Secondary School. We have
embraced a whole-school approach and aligned the design and planning for our
Wellbeing programme with SSE, School Policies and Practice. Our Wellbeing
programme is anchored in the following subject areas: SPHE, PE, CSPE, Guidance and
other Units of Learning.
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There are 6 key indicators of Wellbeing.

Wellbeing contributes directly to students’ physical, mental, emotional and social
wellbeing and resilience. Student wellbeing is present when students realise their
abilities, take care of their physical wellbeing, can cope with the normal stresses of
life, and have a sense of purpose and belonging to a wider community. There is
overwhelming evidence that students learn more effectively, including their academic
subjects, if they are happy in their work, believe in themselves, their teachers and
feel school is supporting them.

The following Statements of Learning are particularly applicable to Wellbeing:


The student has an awareness of personal values and an understanding of the
process of moral decision making (SoL 5)



The student values what it means to be an active citizen, with rights and
responsibilities in local and wider contexts (SoL 7)



The student has the awareness, knowledge, skills, values and motivation to live
sustainably (SoL 10)



The student takes action to safeguard and promote her/his wellbeing and that of
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others (SoL 11)


The student is a confident and competent participant in physical activity and is
motivated to be physically active (SoL 12)



The student understands the importance of food and diet in making healthy
lifestyle choices (SoL 13).

Staying Well is one of the 8 key skills for the JCPA.
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St. Mary’s Wellbeing Programme 2017-2020
Wellbeing Curriculum Plan 2017-2020
First Years are timetabled for 5 Wellbeing classes per week - PE x 2, CSPE x 1, SPHE
x 1, Wellbeing Learning Units x 1 (Option Band of 5 Rotating Learning Units x 6 weeks
each). A core group of 5 teachers from the larger Wellbeing team of teachers, are
also 1st Year Class Tutors.

Units of Learning for 2017-2018:
Wellbeing Learning Units x 1 class (Option Band of 5 Rotating Learning Units x 6
weeks each) will include a selection of the following units: Guidance 1: Moving-Up,
Healthy Eating, Choir, Drama, Guidance 2: Friends First and Digital Media Citizenship.
The number of units of learning run in any year, will be dependent upon the number of
classes in the year group and the availability of specialist teachers on the timetable.
Two guidance teachers will be timetabled every year and it would be beneficial for
both to deliver Unit 1: Moving up from September to Christmas as this centres on the
transition from primary to secondary school. This rotation is reflected in the 20172018 timetable below.
1A

1B

1C

Guidance 1

Guidance 1

Healthy Eating Digital Media

Moving Up

Moving Up

Drama

Healthy Eating

Guidance 2
Friends First

Drama

1D

1E
Drama

Citizenship
Guidance 1

Guidance 1

Digital Media

Moving Up

Moving Up

Citizenship

Digital Media

Healthy Eating

Guidance 1

Citizenship

Moving Up
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Digital Media

Guidance 2

Drama

Citizenship

Friends First

Healthy Eating

Digital Media

Guidance 2

Citizenship

Friends First

Guidance 2

Healthy Eating

Friends First
Drama

Guidance 2
Friends First

An Overview of the new Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement



Useful Websites:



www.jct.ie,www.ncca.ie, www.curriculumonline.ie and
www.schoolself-evaluation.ie.
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An Overview of the new Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement

Junior Cycle Framework
8 Principles
8 Key Skills
24 Statements of Learning
Specifications instead of Syllabus
Learning-Outcomes based
Teaching-Learning-Assessment are linked
Formative & Summative Assessment

Promotes Student Ownership and Engagement
Two Classroom-Based Assessments
Assessment Task
Shorter State Examinations in June of 3rd Year (usually 1 two hour paper)

Key Teacher Website: www.jct.ie
Teacher CPD Support from JCT
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Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement Key Terms
Assessment Task (AT)
The Assessment Task is a written task completed by students during class time, which is not
marked by the class teacher, but is sent to the State Examinations Commission for marking.
The Assessment Task is specified by the NCCA and is related to the learning outcomes on
which the second Classroom-Based Assessment is based.

Classroom-Based Assessments (CBA)
Classroom-Based Assessments are best described as the occasions when the teacher assesses
the students using the specific tasks set out in the subject specification. The tasks are
clearly described, as are the criteria for assessment to support teacher judgement. The
criteria are found in the features of quality linked to each Classroom-Based Assessment.
Although the assessment is similar to the formative assessment that occurs every day in
class, in the case of Classroom-Based Assessment the teacher’s judgement is recorded for
Subject Learning and Assessment Review, and is used in the school’s reporting to parents and
students.
Features of Quality (In each JC Subject Specification)
The features of quality support student and teacher judgement of the Classroom-Based
Assessments and are the criteria that will be used by teachers to assess the pieces of
student work.
Formative Assessment (Framework, p.35-36)
The junior cycle will be underpinned by the further integration of formative assessment as a
normal part of teaching and learning in classrooms. Formative assessment involves teachers
and students reflecting on how learning is progressing and deciding next steps to ensure
successful outcomes. A vital part of formative assessment is the feedback that teachers
provide to their students. Through a range of assessment activities the teacher helps the
student to identify what has been achieved and where there is room for further learning and
development. To facilitate the type of learning envisaged above, the role of the teacher and
the dynamics of the teacher-student relationship will evolve. Teachers will place a greater
emphasis on integrating assessment into their teaching so they can better monitor students’
progress in learning and identify how they can support students to reflect on and critically
analyse their own learning.
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Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (Framework p.46)
The JCPA will reward achievement across all areas of learning as applicable: Subjects, Short
Courses, Wellbeing, Priority Learning Units, other areas of learning. The JCPA will draw upon
and report on achievement across all elements of assessment including ongoing, formative
assessment; ClassroomBased Assessments; and SEC grades which include results from the
state-certified examinations and the Assessment Tasks. The JCPA will have a nationally
determined format. It will be compiled by the school and received by students in the autumn
following third year, when all assessment results from the SEC and the school are available
and confirmed.

Learning Intentions and Learning Outcomes (NCCA Glossary of Terms)
Learning Intention: A learning intention for a lesson or series of lessons is a statement,
created by the teacher, which describes clearly what the teacher wants the students to know,
understand and be able to do as a result of the learning and teaching activities.
Learning Outcomes: Learning outcomes are statements in curriculum specifications to
describe the understanding, skills and values students should be able to demonstrate after a
period of learning.

Subject Learning and Assessment Review (SLAR) Meetings (Framework p.39-40)
In Subject Learning and Assessment Review meetings, teachers will share and discuss samples
of their assessments of student work and build a common understanding about the quality of
student learning. Each Subject Learning and Assessment Review meeting will be subjectspecific and will focus on the Classroom-Based Assessment undertaken by the particular year
group.
Success Criteria (NCCA Glossary of Terms)
Success criteria are linked to learning intentions. They are developed by the teacher and/or
the student and describe what success looks like. They help the teacher and student to make
judgements about the quality of student learning.
Summative Assessment (NCCA Glossary of Terms)
Assessment is summative when it is used to evaluate student learning at the end of the
instructional process or of a period of learning. The purpose is to summarise the students’
achievements and to determine whether and to what degree the students have demonstrated
understanding of that learning by comparing it against agreed success criteria or features of
quality.
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Unit of Learning A unit of learning links learning outcomes which clearly set out what the
students should know, understand, and be able to do as a result of the learning and teaching
activities within that unit.

1st Year Curriculum Plan 2017-2018

Core
Subjects

Option
Subjects

Wellbeing

English

Science

Physical Education
(PE)

Irish

Music

Social, Personal &
Health Education
(SPHE)

Maths

Art

Civic, Social and
Political Education
(CSPE)

History

Home
Economics

Wellbeing Units of
Learning

Geography

Business

Religion

German
French
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