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CAOIMHE AND SHAUNA WIN 
TWO AWARDS AT INTEL ISEF

Caoimhe Cronin and 
Shauna Murphy won 
two awards, worth 
$1,500, at the recent Intel 
International Science and 
Engineering Fair (Intel 
ISEF) held in Pittsburgh, 
10-15 May. Intel ISEF is 
the world’s largest high 
school science research 

competition. The second year students presented a project 
entitled, ‘Measurement of Radon Emanation and its Correlation 
with Indoor Radon Levels in Some Areas of Mallow’.

The American Chemical Society gives a special award for 
innovative research of chemical science. Caoimhe and Shauna 
placed fourth with a prize of $1,000. Their second award was in 
the chemistry category of grand awards. Again, the girls placed 
fourth with a cash prize, this time $500. In order to win these 
prizes, the Mallow students had to compete against 1,700 
students from 75 countries. 

The success of the St. Mary’s girls at Intel ISEF was preceded 
by three awards at the BT Young Scientist and Technology 
Exhibition held in Dublin earlier this year. It was their success in 
Dublin that resulted in their participation at Intel ISEF.Caoimhe 
and Shauna were accompanied on their trip to the United States 
by their teacher and mentor, Mr. Martin Timmons and a small 
group of family and friends. 

END OF YEAR AWARDS 
CEREMONY
Students, teachers and guests gathered in the Sports Hall on 
Monday 18th May for the annual end of year awards ceremony. 
Awards were given for subject excellence, attendance and 
sport. There were also a series of special awards. Special guest, 
Dr. Marie Griffin, 
CEO CEIST, gave the 
keynote speech. 
She commended 
St. Mary’s for its 
quality of students, 
range of curriculum 
and capacity to 
organise a hugely 
enjoyable whole-
school event. 
 

Yvonne Bane, Màire Murphy, Sixth Year 
Student of the Year and Dr. Marie Griffin.

Emma O’Callaghan, 
Catherine McAuley Award

Helina Debebe, Spirit of CEIST 
Award and Dr. Marie Griffin

Welcome Message from the Principal
As the 2014-15 school year draws to a close I can only 
reflect with pleasure at what has been achieved through 
teamwork, dedication and commitment by all members 
of the St Mary’s Secondary School community. There have 
been many highlights, and this newsletter showcases 
for you the myriad of activities our students engaged 
in and reflects the quality of endeavour of all involved. 

I take this opportunity at the end of the year to commend 
everyone who has given of their time and skills to benefit our 
students. Every action, no matter how small, add up to the 
reality of a happy and successful school.

At this time of year our thoughts now turn towards students 
doing exams. I wish our Junior and Leaving Cert students 
well and in particular our 6th years, wishing them success 
and happiness in their further education and careers.  

Finally, I encourage parents to get involved with the school 
through the Parents Association, with the next meeting  
scheduled   for September 17th,  and by following us on our 
website www.stmarysmallow.com and on twitter @
stmarysmallow. 

Wishing you all a relaxing summer, and looking forward to 
further developing our partnership in 2015/16.

Best wishes,                                   Yvonne Bane



HISTORY STUDENTS RECEIVE IRISH FLAG AT SPECIAL CEREMONY
St. Mary’s was one of three hundred schools invited to a special 
ceremony celebrating the Irish flag. The event, organised by 
the Thomas F. Meagher Foundation, took place in Waterford 
City, Thursday 12th March. Each school was presented with an 
Irish Flag. History students, Julie Brennan and Makyla Keyter, 
fifth year, accepted a flag on behalf of St. Mary’s. Thomas 

Francis Meagher was the man responsible for designing the 
Irish tricolour. The purpose of the Foundation is to promote 
pride in and respect for the Irish flag. Special guest, President 
Michael D. Higgins, noted that the flag is an emblem for 
peace and friendship. Mr. Higgins quoted Meagher as saying, 
‘The white in the centre signified a lasting truce between 
orange and green. I trust 
that beneath its folds the 
hands of the Irish Catholic 
and the Irish Protestant may 
be clasped in generous and 
heroic brotherhood.’ Julie and 
Makyla were accompanied by 
their teachers, Maria Foley and 
Christian O’Connor. 

ST. MARY’S GIRLS TEACH 
SILVER SURFERS TO ‘LOG ON’

From January last, 
transition year girls hosted 
a five week programme 
to mentor ‘young at heart’ 
members of the local 
community on how to use 
the internet. Participants, 
or Silver Surfers, were 
given the opportunity to receive tutoring on a range of internet 
enabled devices; smartphones, tablets, laptops and desktop 
computers.  The enthusiastic girls from St. Mary’s demonstrated 
how to use the internet for activities such as shopping, banking, 
entertainment, communication and social media. Apps such as 
RTÉ Player, Facebook, YouTube, Gmail, WhatsApp and Skype were 
particularly popular. Each learner was tutored on a one-to-one 
basis to ensure they had the full attention of their tutor.  

FIRST YEAR CAMOGIE COUNTY 
FINAL WINNERS, 2015
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‘Plant a Tree for Me’ team turning the sod on the first of over a 
hundred new trees being planted on the grounds of St. Mary’s.

LEAVING CERT CLASS 2015



MY TRIP TO KOLKATA WITH HOPE
By Sarah Aherne

On Thursday 19th of March, I travelled to Kolkata with Tara 
Murphy, Ella Fouhy and Megan Killilea. We spent a week visiting 
various projects run by the Hope Foundation; a charity working 
to help the poor children of the city.

After months of preparation and fundraising we were all 
bursting with excitement upon arrival. We travelled from Dublin 
to Dubai and then from Dubai to Kolkata, before arriving safe 
and sound on Friday morning.

During our stay in Kolkata we got to meet some of the happiest 
and friendliest children in the world, rescued from the streets 
by the Hope Foundation and living in homes run by the charity. 
While we were there we got to visit a number of Hope projects 
such as the Hope Hospital, protection homes, detox-centres, 
crèches and drop-in centres. We could see that the money we 
fundraised would be put to very good use.

We got to go to Lifeskills, a centre that allows people to develop 
a skill that will allow them to get a job. We were given the 
opportunity to buy sarees at the market and get henna tattoos, 
which are what women traditionally wear in India. This allowed 
us to partially immerse ourselves in Indian culture.

For me, the week was life-changing. I can’t thank my teachers, 
principal, parents and especially the Hope Foundation enough 
for allowing me this once in-a-lifetime opportunity!

NEAT STREETS CREW CLEAN
UP MALLOW
On Saturday 25th April, 
the community of 
Mallow was out in force 
for the annual An Taisce 
Clean-Up. This year, the 
event was organised by 
the St. Mary’s Green School Committee, under the guidance 
of Ms. O’Connor and Ms. Coughlan, in conjunction with 
Mallow Tidy Towns. Volunteers met at the school where 
they collected their gloves, bags and litter pickers before 
they were designated litter black spots to target. Healthy 
snacks, kindly sponsored by Dano’s Centra, were supplied 
to volunteers. The guest of honour was international rugby 
star, Heather O’Brien. Also present was Eoin Morton of the 
An Taisce Neat Streets programme. The main areas that were 
targeted were the Town Park, the Spa Park and the Gilbert 
Centre Road. There was a great buzz around and it was a real 
eye opener for the volunteers to see the amount of litter that 
was collected in one morning. In recognition for all their hard 
work, representatives of the committee travelled to Dublin to 
receive a special Neat Streets award on Wednesday 6th May. 

S.T.O.P CAMPAIGN WINS TWO 
AWARDS AT YSI SHOWCASE

On Wednesday 
6th May, twenty-
four Young Social 
Innovator (YSI) 
students travelled 
to the annual 
YSI Showcase 

and Awards Ceremony at City West, Dublin, to present their 
S.T.O.P (Stop Trafficking of People) campaign. Two students, 
Cáit O’Mahony and Laura Willis, were asked by the YSI judges 
to speak about the project live on Spin South West with Martin 
Guilfoyle. The S.T.O.P campaign won the first award of the day, 
the Social Media Award. Later, to great excitement, they picked 
up a second award, the Step-Up Challenge Award. This category 
awards the best national YSI project that has continued for more 
than one year. Great credit goes to their teacher and YSI guide 
Donna Lyons, the girls from last year’s group, whose efforts they 
built on, all those who contributed to the social media aspect 
of the project, and everyone in the Mallow community for 
supporting the S.T.O.P project over the last two years.
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Second Years on a trip to Baggot Street, where 
they visited the International Mercy Centre

Irish Rugby Star Alison Miller (front, centre), delivered 
a health talk to Ms. Cantillon’s TY students

Evelyn Grant, Lyric FM, and daughter, Jean Kelly, 
harpist, pictured with Junior Cert Music High Achievers
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KAREN BUCKLEY, RIP
St. Mary’s was saddened by 
the death of Karen Buckley. 
Karen, a past pupil, completed 
her Leaving Cert in 2009. She 
was a much-loved student 
and is remembered fondly 
by all within the school 
community. Our thoughts 
and prayers continue to be 
with the Buckley family. May 
she rest in peace.

SEACHTAIN NA GAEILGE DEN 
SCOTH I SCOIL MHUIRE

Níl aon dabht ach go raibh 
seachtain iontach ag na daltaí 
agus na múinteoirí i Scoil Mhuire 
i rith Sheachtain na Gaeilge. 

Chaith na cailiní a ribíní glasa go 
bródúil agus rinne siad a seacht 
ndíchill labhairt as Gaeilge. 
Ghlac siad páirt sa spórt agus sa 
spraoi a bhí ar siúl timpeall na 
scoile. 

Rinne Coiste Gaelach na scoile jab iontach. D’eagraigh siad 
go leor imeachtaí dona daltaí go léir. Bhí can-a-long sa 
cheaintín, céilithe laistigh agus lasmuigh, tráth na gceist, 
comórtas litríochta, ealaíne agus cócaireachta, litriú ‘Bee’, 
slabhra láimhe agus go leor, leor eile. Chuir grúpa cailíní ón 
gcúigiú bliain, a leagan féin den dráma ‘An Triail’ ar an stáitse 
san amharclann ‘Aemilian’ agus a leithéid de bhualadh bos a 
fuair siad ón gcúigiú agus ón séú bliain! Bhí siad go hiontach. 
Is fíor an seanfhocal, ‘Aoibhinn beatha an scoláire’. 

A bhuí lena múinteoirí díograiseacha agus na cailiní 
iontacha sa scoil seo, bhaineamar go léir an-taitneamh as an 
tseachtain. Mar a deir an seanfhocal, ‘Tír gan teanga, tír gan 
anam!’

Musical Hits all the 
Right Notes

Transition year students hit all the right notes with their 
production of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s musical, ‘South 
Pacific’. The Aemilian Theatre was the venue for three evening 
performances on the 10th, 11th and 12th of February. Much 
to the delight of the performers, the end of each show 
was met with rapturous applause and a standing ovation. 
Shannon Egan, who played Bloody Mary, noted: ‘To perform 
on stage in front of an audience gave me a great buzz. The 
whole experience was a mixture of fun and excitement. 
Of course, it was also hard work and there were plenty of 
nerves.’ Special praise was set aside by Shannon and all her 
fellow performers for teachers, Ms. Higgins, Ms. McAuliffe 
and Ms. Mullins. ‘Without their energy, creativity, patience 
and professionalism, the success of the show would not have 
been possible’.

BEANSTALK BANK IS ‘BEST 
NEWCOMER’ IN MUNSTER
On Wednesday 
25th  February, 
the St. Mary’s 
Beanstalk Bank 
team, accompanied 
by their mentor, Ms. 
Lyons, travelled to 
the Silver Springs 
Hotel to take part in the AIB Build a Bank Challenge Regional 
Finals. On the day over 33 schools from across the Munster 
region took part in the competition. The girls went through a 
series of interviews in which they discussed the daily running 
of their bank, marketing techniques, community involvement 
and digital strategies. They impressed the judges enough to 
win ‘Best Newcomer’, scooping a prize to the value of €850 and 
rubbing shoulders with Kerry footballer Colm Cooper and Cork 
footballer Colm O’Neill.

EMMA DESIGNS A HAVEN FOR 
SICK CHILDREN

Fifth year student 
Emma O’Callaghan 
teamed up with 
Denise O’Connor of 
RTÉs Design Doctors 
and Catherine Crowe 
of Optimise Design 
to redesign the 
family room of the 
children’s leukaemia 

unit at the Mercy Hospital. Emma was chosen after entering 
a competition on Facebook. The room has a circus theme with 
lots of toys for kids and technology for adults to keep them 
entertained. According to Emma, ‘My aim was to make the 
space as colourful and comfortable as possible.’ The room was 
opened in January. Emma won a Bronze Gaisce Award through 
her participation in the project. Thanks to Emma, there is now a 
warm, cheerful space at the Mercy Hospital where sick children 
can spend time with their loved ones.
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